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Initiative and Referendum.

Mp. Bryan likes hi new toy--new to
him. He is preaching to the Nutmegs
the gospel of the initiutive sind referen-
dum. His language is characteristically
ardent:

“ Inltlative and referendum are '15°) In line with
popular government. ‘The man who atlacks the
theory of 1t Is gullt:

A new definition of treason, but M,
BrYAN has done with government under
the Constitution, done with the Con-
stitution as it stands. The whole theory
and practice of the Federal Government
will have to be changed radically if his
programme i8 to prevail, He regards
the repreientative ag “a necessary evil.®
He wants immediate direct popular gov-
ernment., How government by petition
and town meeting 8 to apuly to the
whole United States he doesn’t explain,
What works well in Toad Hill may be

of tregson

a litt'e unsuited for the affairs of eighty |

millions. But My, Bryay will attend to
that with this abracadabra
words of power, with this elixir of life
and philosoplier’s stone and grand secret,
We don't doubt that he is us wise as he
ever was. We merely mention that this
imported Swiss notion of his can’t be
used so far as Federal matters are con-
cerned until the Constitution has bheen
thoroughly reorganized and made thor-
oughly populistic.

For Mr. Bnyax 1= atill a Middle of the
Road Populist; and if he is any kind
of Democrat he is a Social Democrat,
In 1900, the national platform of the So-
cial Democrats anticipated Mr. Bryax
not only in the “demand™ for tha publie
ownership of railroads, telegraphs and
telephones, but in the “demand” for the
adoption of the initiative and referen-
dum. By 1908, perhaps Mr. BRYAN, with
his genius for assimilation, will ba howl-
ing with the Soclal Democrats for “the
cooperative commonwealth.”

Seven veara ago next month the Mid-
dle of the Road Populiste met at Cin-
cinnati and nominated WruARTON BARKER
for President and ToNATIUS DONNELLY
for Vice-President.  ‘These Middle of the
Roaders demanded the initiative and
referendum. 7They howled for “the pub-
lie ownership and operation of those
means of communication, transporta-
tion and production, such as the people
may elect”; also forthe election of Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Federal Judges and
United States Senators by direct vote of
the people. Mr. BrRyAN is “with” these
irreconcilables as to the election of Fed-
eral Judges and Senators. Presumably
his views of direct popular government
will make him favor the direct election
of President and Vice-President.

In 1004 the Socialists who rallied around
our venerated friend Dens eried for
“popular government, inecluding initia-
tive and referendum, proportional repre-
semtation and the recall of public officers.®
In the same year was heard the voice
of the Populists, who nominated Tou
WarsoN and Toym TIBBLES:

“As & means of placing all publie questions
directly under the control of the people we demand
that legal provislon be made under which the peo-
e may exercise the lultiative and referendum and
proportional representation and direct vote for all
public oMcers, with the right of recall.™

Our excellent friends the Drys, politi-
cal philosophers of the eclectic school,
enrich their platforms with this boon.
1t will be seen that Mr. BRYAN is in pic-
turesque, if not democratic, company.

Ten or fifteen years ago some Western
poet, unknown, but a bard with bowels,
paid this tribute to what was then an
obscure patent medicine for the salva-
tion of the country:

* Our evils 1t will end "um,
Our troubles 1t will mend ‘un,
Our rights 1t will defend "um
Initlative and referendum!”

Who would have thought in those days
of its derision that Mr. BRYaN would
snatch this “principle” from the hands
of Social Democrats and his fellow Popu-
lists and try to make it — next to Govern-
ment. ownership of railroads—the cor-
nerstone of the creed which he seeks to
imposs upon the Democracy?

Why Not Publish the Scores?

Rear Admiral Fvaxs is enthusiastic
about the gun practice of the powerful
Atlantic fleet which he commands, but
he is not allowed by the Navy Depart-
ment to give out the scores, They must
be exceptionally brilliant, for we read
that the least improvement by any ship
at the Guantanamo range was seventeen
per cent, compared with the last year's
totals, and that on one ship the improve-
ment was ope hundred per cent., although
five feet had been cut from the top of the
target, which previously had been seven-
teen feet high by twenty-one feet wide,
The range was two thogsand vards, and
the firing was done as each ship steamed
by at & speed of ten knots. All that we
know about the competition this year,
Secretary METCALF having enjoined the
utmost secrecy, is that the battleship
Illinois carried off the honors. And we
are told:

* OMoers stationed at Washington are confident
there 's no navy In the world that, ship for ship,
can shoot as stralght and as Tast as the American
navy.”

This we are all ready to believe, for we
have been told repeatedly that no men
behind the gun< shoot as well as our men.
The Britishers on the China station some-
times  laim a record, but it is received
with pr:lound scepticiam, or dismissed

with the explanation that ten hits out of
twelve shots under the English rules is
not as good a, performance as one of our
records, hecause the English target con-
ditions are more favorable to high scores
than the American test. We allow that
the British gunners may be a fair second
to ours, but we have a rather poor opin-
ion of the marksmanship of the Japanese,
Germans and French.

Assuming that our gunners are the best
in the world, just as our rifilemen are the
best, would it not be as well to publish

| their scores to the world as to conceal

them by official order? We are told in
Presidential messages that the surest
guaranty of peace is a fleet of first class
battleships, and plenty of them. Ob-
viously that guaranty would become
/stronger if other nations knew that our
gunners were the champion marksmen
of the world. A record with the twelve
inch gun would be particularly impres-
sive, for it would mean, other things being
equal, that it would be folly for a nation
of equal naval strength and a continuous-
ly inferior record at the targets to force
a war upon the United States, and a na-
tion with a stronger navy on paper might
well hesitate to try conclusions with our
navy. It is true that nations unequally

other, but can it be denied that the incli-

war in a period when naval warfare is
becoming more and more scientific?
Arbitration is helpful in preventing
war, but after all we have not as much
faith in its efficacy as in thick armor, big
guns and straight shooting men behind

and these |

the guns. Then why make a dark closet
| secret of their skill? Really this question
of suppressing target scores might have
bheen brought up with good results by a
p-actical delegate at Mr. ANDREW CARe
NEGIE'S congress, for every little helps

The New British Budgey.

Therse were many reasons why the
budget for the fiscal year 1907-08, which

of Commons by Mr, AsQUITH, Chancellor

peculiar interest. Tt is really the first
Liberal budget presented since 1805, for
that of last year was practically a legacy
from the Balfour Government. Then,
too, each of the three classes of taxpay-
ers - the rich, the earners of moderate
incomes and the relatively poor—hoped
that its burdens would be diminished,
those of tha first through a curtailment
of the death duty, those of the second
through preferential treatment in “the
incidence of the income tax, and those
of the third through a reduction of indi-
| rect taxation and the immediate pro-
vision of old age pensions. The first
and third classes, as we shall see, have
reason to feel acutely disappointed, the
middle class alone finding its hopes
fulfilled.

The prosperity enjoyed by the United
Kingdom during the last twelvemonth is
attested by the fact that instead of the
estimated deficit of $230,000 for the fiscal
vear 1906-07 there is a surplus of nearly
$27,000,000. The surplus would have been
aven larger but for the notable decline
in the revenue from alcoholic beverages,
which has gone on since 1809, and has
not yet been arrested. The revenue
from stamps also has fallen off in conse-
quence of the slackness of operations on
the Stock Exchange, and the fact that
the telephone is superseding the use
of the mails. These losses were more
than made up, however, by unanticipated
death duties and by increased receipts
from the coal duty and the mint. The
surplus for the fiscal year 1907-08 is now
estimated at $17,185,000, but is likely to
be considerably greater if British indus-
try and trade continue to flourish.

Few persons on this side of the Atlantic
are aware of the magnitude of the income
drawn by the British Exchequer from the
death duty instituted by Sir WrLLiAm
HARCOURT in 1805. The aggregate sum
derived from this source during the last
vear was $05.000,000, and during the
twelve years for which the inheritance
tax has been operative it has yielded
$1,005,000,000. Even the present death
duty, which levies 10 per cent. on the net
estate left by very wealthy men, proved
80 emburrassing to the present Duke of
RUTLAND that on his father’s death last
year he had to close his principal resi-
dence. Instead of reducing, however,
the inheritance tax on the estates of
very rich men, Mr. ASQUITH proposes to
invrease it. Hereafter estates valued at
$3,750,000 and up to $5,000,000 will pay
10 per cent., but on estates of $10,000,000
14 per cent. will be levied on the second
$5,000,000, while on estates of $15,000,000
or more 10 per cent. will be levied on
the first $5,000,000 and 15 per cent. on
every other five millions. It .is obvious
that the imposition of this tax would
cause a great shrinkage in such estates
as those of the Duke of WESTMINSTER,
the Duke of BEDFORD, the Duke of
PoRTLAND and particularly Mr. WiLLIAM
WALDORF ASTOR.

To the disgust of that large class of
the British population which is exempted
from the payment of an income tax,
there is to be no reduction of indirect
taxation. What one of their chief
spokesmen, Mr. KEIR HARDIE, especially
resents, however, is Mr. ASQuITH'S fail-
ure to outline the expected scheme of old
age pensions, or even to name the pre-
cise time during the existence of the
present Parliament when such a scheme
will be proposed. He has agreed, how-
ever, to set aside next year $7,500,000 as
the nucleus of a fund for old age pen-
sions, to which will be added $3,750,000
of as vet uncollected arrears of this
year's income tax. As the national
debt will in the course of the coming
| twelvemonth be reduced by $85,000,000
;the Chancellor of the Exchequer ex-

presses the hope that larger additions
| may be made hereafter to the fund for
| old age pensions. He declares, more-
' over, that in the sphere of finance the
Government regards old age pemsions
| as the most urgent of all the demands
| for social reform. Such assurances do
not satisfy the representatives of labor,
[who declare the budget “brutal.”
[ The only persons who apparently are
content. with Mr, AsQUITRH'S fiscal pro-
gramnie are those whose incomes are
moderate and earned. There is to be
no change in the income tax so far as
inherited or;m unearned incomes

matched have often made war upon each |

! nation of an inferior nation is to avoid |

| uf the departments and oMces of the city

! presidency of a borough is not a city
on April 18 was submitted to tha House |

of the Exchequer, was awaited with | ) _ ;
| that the proposed investigation is a fish-

{ found. That the Corporation Counsel

are concerned, but earned incomes of less
than $10,000 a year will hereafter pay
an income tax less by six cents on the
pound sterling than that now imposed.
It will be made compulsory, however, on
every one receiving an income tax form
to make a return, and the penalties for
evasion are to be increased.

Owing to the overwhelming majority
of the Liberals in the House of Commons
itis improbable that any material changes
in Mr. A8QuITH'S budget will be made.

Investigating President Ahearn.

Neither Governor HuGgHES nor Corpo-
ration Counsel ELLISON agrees with the
lawyers employed by President AHEARN
of the Borough of Manhattan in the
opinion that the Commissioners of Ac-
c¢ounts have no authority to investigate
his office by summoning employees and
compelling them to answer questions.
Hitherto the power of the Commissioners
has not been questioned. In Mayor
STRONG'S term they overhauled one
county office, and under Mavor VAN
WycK they assisted the Finance Depart-
ment in one of its rows with the Board
of Education. The Commissioners obtain
whatever authority they may have from
Section 119 of the Charter:

“ The Mayor shall appoint and remiove at pleasure
two persons who shall be Commisstoners of Ac-
counts, one of whom shall be a certited public
accountant, * * * They shall also make such
special examinations of the accounts and methods

as the Mayor may from time to time direct, and such
other examinations as the sald commissloners may
deem for the best Interestsof theelty. * * * For |
1 e purpose of ascertaining facts In connection with |
these examinations they shall bave full power to

| compel the attendance of witnesses, to administer
| oaths and to examine such persons as they may

deem necessary.”
It isdifficult to see on what reasonable

| ground it can be held that the Cominis-

sioners are without power over a Bor-
ough President and all his subordinates,
It will hardly be asserted that the

office, and the language of the Charter
i not obacure in enumerating the powers
of the Commissioners. The objection,

ing expedition does not seem to have
much weight. The popular name for
the Commissioners is “the Mayor's de-
tectives,” and in the past they have been

assigned to numerons tasks which were |

carried on without definite leads, but
merely to unearth whatever might be

has admitted that the result of an inves-
tigation might be a request to the Gov-
ernor to remove Mr. AHEARN from office
—an admission of which Mr. AHEARN'S
ovunsel has made much —does not affect
the powers of the Commissioners either.
The Governor may remove a Borough
President in the manner provided in the
Constitution for the remowal of a Sheriff,
and the fact that he might be asked to
exercise the power because of something
disclosed by the Commissioners of Ac-
counts would not tie the hands of those
officers. The Governor has the same
power of removal over the Mayor. Would
Mr. AHEARN assert that this fact estopped
the Comptroller, for instance, from dis-
closing irregularities in the office of the
city's chief executive officer?

Mr. Gompers's Opportunity.

It is given to few men to enjoy such
an opportunity as seems likely to knock
at the door of Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS
within the next few weeks. President
ROOSEVELT, ANDREW CARNEGIE and other
statesmen and philanthropists have ad-
dressed the peace conference in words
of eloquence. That they are sincere no
one can deny. Given the power, they
would usher in the régime of brotherly
love. But they can only plead by pre-
cept or through the moving agency of
high example. Vast possibilities are
within their reach, no doubt. They can
do much to fan or quench the flames that
lead to massacre and barbarism. Never-
theless it is Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS, and
he alone in all that bright galaxy of phi-
losophers, who can by a determined ex-
ercise of authority unleash the dogs of
war or hold them quiet in their kennels.

Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS commands a
great army--an army larger than either
Russia or Japan put into active service
four years ago. He commands those
untold thousands as absolutely as any
famous chieftain ever did his followers,
It is true that he does not take the field
in person. He does not figure in the
front of glittering battalions or plan
with gigantic circumvallations the move-
ment of innumerable cohorts and the
shock of dreadful impacts. Mr. Gom-
PERS wears no feathers or gold lace. It
is a fact, notwithstanding, that thou-
sands upon thousands of armed and homi-
cidal men obey his lightest signal. He
can uphold our civilization or at his
pleasure speed the avalanche of sav-
agery. At his dictation and by his
contrivance peace, order and good will
among men may be established in this
country from one ocean to the other and
from the Lakes to the Caribbean Sea. He
can restore the personal liberty of millions |
of American citizens, redeem the pledges
of the Fathers, rescue the Declaration of
Independence from dishonor and con-
tempt, and make the United States in
fact what it has been for many sad and
miserable years in theory only, the land
of the free and the home of the brave.

According to all accounts and indica-
tions Opportunity is advancing upon Mr, |
GoMPERS with giant strides. Throughout
the land there is the foreboding murmur
of a far reaching strike. Countless thoue
sands of men are to quit work, abandon
the enterprises in which they are en-
gaged and with the wage whereof they
have been maintaining innumerable wives
and helplese children.  Mr. GoMPERS, we
are told, encourages them herein and
appeals to still other thousands to resign
employment and emolument by way of
“sympathy.” It is clearly the right of the
workingmnan to choose for himself. This
presumably is a free country and no one
can be compelled to labor against his
will and preference. Up to this point
Mr. GoMpeERrs and his followers occupy
an unassailable position. But when these
walk out, in pursuance of their undoubted
priviloge, and othems willing to work,
anxious to earn an honest livelihood and
to support dependent families—when the
latter appear upon the scene, applying

for occupations which those others have

.
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voluntarily relinquished and claiming a
privilege guaranteed them by the found-
ers of the Republic—what will Mr, SAm-
UEL GoMPERS do?

Here is Opportunity with glowing eves,
and prayerful invitation in both hands.
If Mr. GOMPERS wants peace at home, and
if his solicitudes be not wholly concen-
trated upon foreign lands and in altogether
ecademic theories, he has et his disposal
the occasion for a splendid and memorable
demonstration. He has only to say the
word. He can reinstate the rights and
the brotherhood of man. He can forbid
violence, insure order and set righteous-
ness and civilization upon a long vacant
throne.

What more can Mr. GoMPERS ask for
his glory and his immortality? In a

speech to the conference the other day |

he said that courage was needed in these
times by those who stood for peace. Now
comes to him the offer of the double
crown of Courage and Beneficence!

The Haytian navy is not aa black as it is
painted; it is usually commanded by a

i rough and ready Britisher, perhaps a Scot

with a burr; and the Vice-Admiral that

Hayti sends to Jamestown will probably be |

an old salt whom Rear Admiral RosrLey D.
ivans will find congenial. The Haytian

| Admiral is not likely to dispute precedence

with anybody.
At last accounts the Haytian navy con-

| sisted of a flotilla of nondescripta. There

was the third class cruiser Créte-a-Pierrot,

| 940 tons, carrying “one 68 inch De Bange
| gun, one 4.7 inch ditto, four 4 inch ditto,

and six light guns”; the gunboat Capois-
la-Mort, the Toussaint L'Ouverture and
the Dessalines, vessels well named hut not

| always in commission; the sloops 1804 and

St. Michael, and the gun vessel 22d of De-
cember. The Haytian navy is not a fixed
quantity; the engineer force varies, and the
supply of enlisted men goes up and down,
generally down. The story that the Gov-
ernment may have to borrow a ship to put

AFRICAN CONCES-

SIONS.

Regarded In Europe »s Evidence of Our
Increasing International Influence.

Brussxis, April 12.—A prominent banker
and capitalist of Paris, one of the group
interested in the exploitation of the Frerch
African oolonigs, stated to the correspon-
dent of Tur SuN that the entrance of Mr.
Thamas F. Ryan and his associates into the
field of African development was regarded
as one of the most important movements
in many years.

“Although there is some of the usual
talk about the ‘Yankee invasion,’'” he said,
“there are some solid reasons why Euro-
pean investors in foreign countries are
glad of this movement. For one thing, we
regard it as evidence of confidence in the
commercial and financial stability of our
oolonies. Then, too, it affords us the op-
portunity to demonstrate to the Americans
the need of reliable and responsible gov-
ernment in the undeveloped of the
world where European or American capital
may be invested.

“For example, when Americans have sub-
stantial investments in any of our African
colonies they can better appreciate our
desire for responsible and conservative
government in South America, where some
of us have very large interests. We know

RYAN’S

| that the Americans have no political inten-

l

a Vice-Admiral on is plausible, and it would |

be a friendly act of the United States to
lend Hayti the Monongahela or the Arethusa

| for the occasion,

| resources of Africa.

tions in Africa, so that their commercial
interests in that continent will stand re-
lated to the European Powers exactly as
Qur commercial interests across the At-
lantic are related to American Powers.
Hence we feel that the Ryan movement
toward Africa gives us somewhat of a guar-
antee of a substantial nature for fair play
all around.”

An English capitalist largely interested
in Africa when told the views of the Paris
financier practically agreed with him.

“We have found Americans very useful to
us in South Africa,” he said, “especially such
men as John Hays Hammond and Gardiner
Williams. The Americans have a vast ter-
ritorial expanse for studying economic
geological questions not possessed by any

| Furopean Power at home, and so they are

especially competent to help discover the
It is likely that Ameri-

| can investments in the Congo will lead to

For fifty-five Carnegie library msites the

city has paid $2,053,708.15. It was estimated

| in 1902 that the seventy-eight parcels of real

estate needed could be bought for $2,000,000.
There remain twenty-three sites to be pur-
chased, and these will cost at the present
real estate values $850,088.87.

The Hon. JAMES WOLCOTT WADSWORTH,
late a Representative in Congress from the
Genesee region, permits himself to use un-

| seemly and contumelious language about

the President. Mr. RoosEVELT has removed
or called for the resignation of certain Fed-
eral officeholders in the district formerly
represented by Mr. Wapsworti. That
statesman, the bitterness of whose words is
too keen to be reproduced in full, emits
this plaint in criticism:

* President ROOSRVELT'S removal of certain Fed
eral oMceholders In western New York State |s such
a flagrant violation of the precepts he has alwaye
lald down about his Intention to retain efficlent men
in the public service that | am led to belleve that
he was merely faking when be announced these
lofty principles.”

This is unjust. 1t shows an entire mis-
apprehension of Mr. ROOSE VELT'S position.
His spear knows no brother. Mr. Waps-
WORTH made the mistake of imagining that
he was not in the House to carry out Mr.
RoosSEVELT'S ideas of legislation. He even

| dared to write and speak disobediently of

that final source of all law and fact. Mr.
WapswoBRTH has been properly punished.
Yet he rises, still ignorant and unrepentant,
from under the trampling hoofs of PrTER
Avaverus PpRTER'S cow. He has not yet
learned that the friends of a foe of Mr.
RoOOREVELT must be made to suffer for the
public good. Such men cannot be efficient.
They are untrue to the loftiest of all prin-
ciples, allegiance to The Man Who Is Always
Right.

In the present perplexing conditions no
one could possibly be as sane as FAIRBANKS
manages to look.

Two Louisiana deputy sheriffs have been
arrested on a charge of manslaughter grow-
ing out of their failure to save a prisoner
from a mob. If they are convicted it is
likely that other peace officers in the State
will find their resources for protecting pria-
oners suddenly enlarged. Nothing more
effoctively incites a public official to enthu-
siastic performance of his duty than the
probability that he will go to jail if he
neglects that duty.

S —————————
The Raid on Concenled Woeapons.

To THE EDITOR oF TRR SUN -Sir: You did not
answer the first and most vital question Inmy letter
of yesterday: Was the law under which men have
been held up at the point of a plstol during the
last few days In the search for concealed weapons
written or unwritten? If the former, where and
whet was It enacted; If the latter, whither are we
wandering?

Assuming for the sake of argument that & num-
ber of the poor wretches so held up got together
and ralsed sufcient money to sue Gen. Bingham,
what are the chances of thelr receiving decent treat-
ment at court, to say nothing of a fair trial?

New Yorx, April 19, InQuinsR,

The law is written, and is in Section 315 of
the Charter,

The chances of any man getting justice in
the courts of the State of New York are ex-
cellent

The King's Full Title,
From the London Standard

The full title of Chulalongkomn, King of Slam,
who has Just salled for France, Is:

“Most high. lllustrious, Invineible and powerful
Monarch, crowned with 101 golden crowns, each
adorned with nine species of preclous gems, great-
est, purest and most divine master of immortal
souls, who sees all things, Sovereign-Emperor,
under the shadow of whose wings lles the rich and
Incomparable Kingdom of Slam, King, to whom Is
subject the most fiultful of all lands ilt by the sun,
greatest of lords, whose palace Is of fne goid and
gems, divine master of the golden thrones, and of
the white and red elephants, Soverelgn god of the
nine kinds of gods, King who is llke unto ine sun
at Its senith and ke the full moon, King whose
glance Is more dazziing than the orb of the morning,
King who Is above all emperors, monarchs and
potentates of the universe, from the rising to the

! petung sun.”

The Forthcoming Fourth.
Yes, Independence Day. my boy,
Wil surely come this year,
And you shall have your share of joy,
Of patriotic cheer.

I'll bring vou home a hrand new sieigh
And sharpen up your skates,

And on the milipond you shall play
With all your littie mates.

And, as with boyish glee you run
And glide 2pon the glare,

Remember how George Washingtoa
Once crossed the Delaware,

And over on the vacant ground
A fort of snow we'll plan,

And 1 will be the Hesslan hound
And you the Minute Man.

We'll wallow deeply In the snow
And think of Valley Forge—

The wintry wallowings and wee
Of the Immortal George.

And we must not forget, my som,
A duty that we owe:

Refore the glorious day Is done
We'll to the village go,

And, gathered suugly rouad the red
Hot fire of oak sad birch,

We'll hear the Declaration sdld
In the basement of the church.

conservatism of government and improve-
ment in many ways. Some Englishmen
have professed to see in this movement
only a clever ruse of King Leopold to
checkmate possible British hostility, but it
is absurd to suppose that the American
Government will allow itself to become
entangled in African affairs because of the
interests of a few capitalists. As a matter
of fact there is much British capital inter-
ested in the richest mineral portion of the
Congo, and ous interests will probably be
identical with those of the Americans as
far as our relations to the Congo Govern-
ment are concerned.”

It is expected in Brussels that the Ameri-
can expeditions will reach the interior of
Africa about the first of June. The ex-
pedition in charge of Mr. Verner will begin
development work immediately, a steamer
having been obtained for its use, and a new
town is to be laid off somewhere near Stan-
ley Pool. The membern of this expedition
are Messrs. Pope and Andrews, Americans,
and Bertrand and DeJahr, Belgians, besides
others to follow soon. The Geological and
Mineralogical Survey under S. H. Ball, late
of the United States Geological Survey, has
secured as expeditionary chief R. Dorsey
Mohun, formerly of the United States Navy
and for several years an officer in the Congo
Government. The latter expedition will be
occupied at first in general reconnoissance
work, to prepare for actual exploitation
later.

A JOLT FROM FRANCE.

WasninGgron, April 19. ~The Government
of France is showing some disposition to
(lis!ﬁrl» the existing trade relations between
that"country and the United States. It is
reported that this course is due primarily
to the failure of our Congress thus far to
take action upon the reciprocity treaty
signed by John A. Kasson and Jules Cambon
inJuly, 1890. 1f that is the case it can only
be said that the French mind has been slow
in grasping and realizing the fact that the
Kasson-Cambon convention was some time
ago immured and buried with others of its
kind in a crypt provided for the remains
of dead treaties. It is more probable that
France has an eye on our negotiations with
Germany and fears that the outcome of the
affair may be prejudicial to her interests.
It is to be regretted that she has chosen
Porto Rico's coffee as one of her points of
attack.

France adopted the dual tariff system
in 1882. Pursuant to section 3 of the tariff
act of 1897 President McKinley, on May 30,
1898, gave effact to the present arrange-
ment under which there is a mutual ex-
change of limited concessions. Probably
with the hope of frightening us into some
more comprehensive arrangement which
would place her on at least an equal footing
with Germany, France is making a little
display of a tariff jack-o'-lantern. Under
our present system she has, just as Germany
has, a little stronger hand than ours. We
have no adequate basis for trading proposi-
tions and we have no means of retaliation.
If we used the dual tariff system, as France
and Germany do, we should hold the mas-
ter cards. The condition is not yet serious,
but it is probable that ere long we shall find
it advisable to adopt the dual system now
8o generally employed by other lands.

Our trade with France duwring the
calendar year 1008 consisted of exports,
$103,623,431, and of imports, $119,900,329,
an increase of $21,000,000 in exports and
$47,000,000 in imports since 1900. About
two-thirds of our exports are represented by
raw cotton, copper and oll. An important
part of the remainder is composed of raw
materials, which France buys because she
wants them and can obtain them to better
advantage from us than from any other
country. Her purchases of food supplies
are comparatively unimportant, and her
purchases of manufactured goods are not
extensive. We buy from France some-
thing like $40,000,000 worth a year of silks,
wines, furs, gems and art works. We
bought last year $14,000,000 worth of cotton
laces, edgings, embroideries, &c. So far
as the general trade is concerned it might
be said that we buy luxuries from France,
while ahe buys necessaries from us,

We are not in any fear of a trade war
with France; but, coming on the heels of
the German matter, her gentle notice to
us carries at least a suggestion to such of
our lawmakers as take any interest in over-
sea trade.

The Horseshoe Over the Door.

To TAx EprroR of Tae SUN-—-Sir; | had a
draughtaman working for me some time ago who
kepta horseshoe over his table this way: . 1 told
him It was wrong and that his luck would run out,
Shortly afterward his house and contents were
destroyed by fire. No lnsurance. He told me I
was right, and turned the shoe over. Doesn’s this
inctdent prove how the shoe should be turned?

New York, April 18, MIDDLETOWN.

A Historieal Comparison.

To Tar Epitor or TAR SUN—Sir; The
mind of President Roosevelt is like the mind
of Napoleon from 17968 to 1814. It knows no
rest save change in occupation.

Auvauax, April 18. OssxnvExn.

FIELD AND SIEGE GUNS.

What the Peowers Are Deoing o Increase
Ranges and Rapidity of Fire.

In its development the infantry rifle or
musket rapidly outran the fleld artillery gun,
and it (s Interesting to note the stepe in the
process in order to determine the further
improvements desirable in these arms of
the service, especially the artillery gua.

The earlier firearms resembled fleid guns
in general character, but the more portable
weapon soon asserted its superiority and
became the model for the fleld gun.

In adopting percussion firing. rifling
of the bore, breech loading, metallic car-
tridge cases, reduction of calibre, rapidity
of fire, magazine loading and automatic
mechanisms, the musket outatripped the fleld

gun, and the fleld gun has not yet caught up
with it. But the time has come when the
artilleryspiece is reaching the degree of per-
fection attained by the rifle,

'T'he similarity in the tactical uses of the
weapons is the explanation of their similarity
of development; both are used for practically
the same ultimate purpose, namely, to de-
stroy the live material of the enemy, the
difference being merely that the fleld gun
is to be used at longer ranges.

The fleld gun has been hampered by its
dependence on single shots, a disadvantage
which there was an endeavor to overcome
by means of the shower of bullets from shrap- |
nel, but it is difficult to place shrapnel where,
it shall be most effective, while against mod-
ern armored fleld guns it is entirely power-
less. Hence, artillerists have again reverted
to the percussion shell, but the troubie is to
g¢t a sufMicient number of hits.

Recent wars have shown that, even with |
superiority of artillery, hours of percumssion
fire alone will not silence the enemy s batteries
unless the mass of shots is so great as to cause
demoralization. 1t is the high explosive
shell that accomplishes this with the modern
rapid fire field piece. After getting the range
the pouring in of 200 or 300 shots in five or
six miputes will produce an effect which no
human nerves can stand

There has been much said about covered
positions and indirect fire, but the spirit of
the offensive demands clear view and direct
fire; and just as the infantry or cavalry must
expose itself to obtain victory and depend on
its own fire action for its bestL protection,
80 too muet the artillery

If the fleld ‘artillery depends too much on
covered positions the infantry will have to
suffer, because the field artillery will not
«ffectively perform its function of preparation
for the infantry assanit

The high explosive combined shrapnel and
shell, as it is prepared for modern field
artillery, is the best solution of the problem,
and promises to bring the field artillery piece
on a level with the infaotry rifle, and up to
ita work in battle

The modern fleld gun, with its spade on the
trail to hold it in place and its recoil cylinder
to take up the recoil of the gun tube, with-
out disturbing the poaition of the gun on the
wround, so as t¢ enable it to retain its aim
on any target for any number of shots, has
made it a rapid fire piece, especially as it is
also provided with springs which send the
gun tube back into the firing position after
each shot

The United States fleld artillery has a gun
which is second to none in the armies of the
world. Germany I8 just completing her
armament in that respect. In order to give
her fleld artillery opportunity to have jts
practice firing in all kinds of country, ‘ier-
many has just ordered that the artillery regi-
ments shall change their practice grounds
every vear. There are now fourteen prac-
tice grounds for the fleld artillery, and to each
two or three regiments are assigned every
year,

Now that Germany has effected her re-
armament in fleld artillery, France is con-
sidering whether her ninety-two guns to the
army corps can meet om an equal footing
the 144 of a German army corps, especially
since the Russo-Japanese war has indicated
the front to be extended to four or five wiles
for each army corps, leaving plenty of room for
more artillery. The French have decided
to solve the problemm not by increasing the
number-of guns in a battery from four te
six again, but by increasing the number of
batteries, To obtain the proper number of
men France {8 seriously considering the re-
duction of her cavalry,

Nearly all nations have now adopted the
recoll eylinder and gun recoil systemw (in
which the gun itself recoils in a cradle) for
the fleld artillery: and now it is generally
proposed to adopt the same system for fleld
howitzers and mountain guns. The United
States already has this material, and Ger-
many has decided on the system for its howit-
zers, but most of its mountain artillery is still
of the old pattern.

France, too, has obhsolete howitzers and
mountain artillery, but is considering the
question of A new mountadn gun. A gun is
now being tried and is reported ready for
adoption. Its calibre is 2.56 inches, (ts maxi-
mum range 5468 vards, and it can be carried
complete on five pack animals, the heaviest
load on each being about 220 pounds. 1t has
no shield, but one can be fitted later,

The mechanism is peculiar in that the shot
is fired while the gun tube is at its maximum
velocity moving forward (after recoil, actu-
ated by counter recoll springsy into the load-
ing position, and the force of recoil is thus
partially used up in overcoming the forward
energy of the gun . in other words, the forward
movement of the gun tends to lessen the force
of recoll, and thus reduces the total amount
of recoil, a very important point in a gun to
be fir>d in mountainous country, where very
high elevations are often necessary.

In fact it has been found diMcult to con-
struct gun carriages for firing at very high
elevations, because of the danger that the
great recoll at such elevations will cause the
gun Lo strike the ground in the rear.

The heavy artillery, position guns for fleld
artillery as well as the regular siege artillery,
has been developed in almost every army
until to-day there is unanimity of opinion oun
the subject, and nearly all armies use modern
armament of this kKind.

France, however, is still behindhand, Not
many years ago, when she adopted her ¢.72
inch short gun, she was in advance of the
world's armies, but to-day that piece is obso-
lete. However, a short 8 inch gun, with gun
recoll and protective shields, has been con-
structed, and is to be adopted, but mainly as a
siege gun There appears to be a tendency in
France to have but two guna to a battery here-
after, for both siege and fleld batteries. The
enormous supply of ammunition requirad by
modern fleld guns would appear to favor this,
inasmuch as the two guns (with modern ap-
plisnces) can fire as fast as four could until
quite recently, and the other two guns could
be better replaced, as far as their space re-
quired in the train of the army is concerped,
by caissons.

The Russo-Japanese war has furnished the
most recent data on the subject of big naval
guus, and has already caused ohanges in
armament.

The question of battle ranges for the navy
has not been settled, however, inasmuch as
In the Spanish-American war the shorter
ranges, of 3,000 yards diminishing to 2.000
and even 1,500, were used, while in the Russo-
Japanese war, although on February 9, 1004,
the ranges were more than 8,000 yards, and the
batties preceding Tsushima were all fought
ai very long ranges, at Tsushima Togo again
changed his tactics and fought at 3,800 yards,
to the great surprise of the Russians, who had
calculated on a long range fight

In armament an increase of calibre has been
gradually progressing, especially as regards
the guns of medium calibre (from ¢ to 8 inches).
The increased value of the heavy calibre guns,
as well as the mechanical improvements in
loading. has led to the entire suppression of
the guns of medium calibre. Most nations
have already decided to replace them with
big guns.

The smaller calibre guns (rapid fire) are
still needed to keep off torpedo boats, but
those of medium calibre do not pay for the
extra weight required

The fAghting ranges have gone up from
3,000 to 8,500 or 8,500 yards, and consequently
the mdlum‘lrtlllﬂ'y can no longer produce
any eftect in battle. The Italian naval ex-
perta advocated at firat a calibre of twelve
inches for the heavy guns, and each battle-
ship was to have twelve of these guns: but
lately they are advocating 18 inch guns, of
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which each battieship is to have four ap

ranged in rhomboid form. In Engiand rhe
133 inch gun has again been taken up |,
France an 11 inch gun Is advocated by xopy
experts, but with a high muzzle oo,
although the Chief Engineer of the 1ren)
Navy advocates 12 inch guns, elehter 14 4
battleship. Finally, the new Japanes Bt le.
ships are to have twelve 12 inch guns

THE PRESS IN CRIMINAL Ttiiv»

iIs Delay in Publishing Testimony
by Newspaper Rezders ©

To TRE EDITOR oF THE SUN-8iv 1., .
the last paragraph of your article on 1.«
ject of the Thaw jury in these word i1
to be hoped that the next trial of i}«
savory case will be short if not swoesr iy,
the defendant will be muzzled durine e
trial, and that the jury will maintain 4 decept
silence after it is all over.™ To all o1 whjny
all decent minded people will respond Ay e
And all such people will go further uid pryy
that the newspapers Will maintain 4 decsy
silence during the progress of the trisl or he
muzzied as well as the detendant, eithor 1y
& common Agreement AmOng themselves op
by order of the Court

1 doubt not avery editor deprecaros whgg
seems to be a journalistic necessitv 1o
lishing all the prurient stories told 1o
n the Thaw triul but in all oiher ¢

Desired

puhy

only
s in
which ‘eatimony is necessarily given oyt of
which such nastiness must flow

I am willing to believe that the press wagg

ladly escape such a journalisti ooy

ut that no single paper can withour being
open to the charge of not publishine the
news, that the other papers will. wnd «ip.
ro.edl,v will enjoy a business advin:

t i8 my opinion that the paper thar
vertise at the commencement of e ney
trial that it will not print anv of fhe Thyw
testimony will have a very large ac iy
of readers

Of course the courts must he opey,
people, as that is a fundamental jiope
of our government; but while 1T would
abridge that right of the public | wouldl and
do recommend a rule that would, | tlink,
affectually put an end to such publicatione

Let the newspapers send their reporters 1o 4l
such trials and take full notes of the 1esr
mony, but let there be a rule of law or an
order of the Court-if the Court lins <ych
power that no word of the obnovion s 1ag
mony should be published until a verdir op
disagreement has been promuleated hat
thereafter, if the papers think that such |

| erature would be of interest to their regders

they would be (ree to publish it und 11 (e
the courts could not issue such a rule aod
enforce it, or the oity papera will not agres
on such a rule and respect it, then the ney
Legislature should, in the cause of ommon
decency, be petitioned - for which a hundred
thousand names could be obtained (o enyt
a law forbidding such testimony
NEw YORK, April 10 ALBERT GRAN (1w

WAR NOT WANTED,

When It Comes, the Politicians Are | sually
at the Bottom of It.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN - Sir 0 1t nae
not be amiss just now to say that one ol ne
best guarantees of peace s the culiivaiion of
the idea of peace. The peofile have nornglly
no wish for war. Artful politicians exoie 3
desire for war to suit their own ambitions
schemes. Our recent unpleasantness witl
Spain might have been avoided, b
Democratic and Republicau politicians wers
cultivating the war spirit for selfish r
and President McKinley was swept along i
the current. Roosevelt tells us in s HRough
Riders” how diligently he and In Wood
worked for war and intended 10 ger 1o
share of it if it should come. ‘IThe people,
and not the promoters of war, are the ones
who suffer most from it. Prior to the wa
with Spain we were excited by stories of
suffering from Weylerisim in Cuba, all trus,
no doubt, but spread and published wnd de.
Im'lr-d and harped on for the purpose of
ringing us to the necessary point ol frensy
in order to float the war scheme

Our people, while willing to fight 1w
good cause at the drop of the hat, much pret
peace. Men who have been real and vor 1o
woldiers, nsodest fighters like Grant, Noorngn
and Sheridan, who never bellowed and pusad
the ground, but atiended strictly 1o thor
duty, and said that “War is hell," are 110 1y
to urge war, and the first to step o 1he f1o
when it comes

A man with the right amount of hallw
well as sand, and also enough gump
confine his attention to the husiness |
was commissioned to do, and not wral
whatever a fertile imagination and «
spirit may sugeest, is the man
have for President. If we mind
busineas we shall keep out of trovuhie

EpMuUsnp It D

hath

1RONK,

NEw YOoRre, April 19,

One of the First Results of Equal Suffrage,

To YHE EDITOR OF THE SUN- ~ir LY nt
election In London sisty two womon wers |
as Poor Law Guardlaus, and of these twents nine
Jed the tleket in their respective districts

Miss Emily Bissell, In her address agal al
suffrage the other day, sald that there were ajies
“forty six local school hoards in New Yoo
which have women members.” There are ool
hundred that have no women members. and when
a bill was Introduced to provide that there |
be one or moe women on each school boant the
Albany Antl Suffrage Assoclation protested ags st
1t as legislation that “threatens the hopo threatens
the sacredness of the marriage tie, threa'o
Church, and undermines the foundatlos
great republle.”

One of the first results of the granting «
suffrage In Colorado was a greal Increg
number of wonien serving on educational hoar ¢

ALICE STONE DLACA®: WL

DORCHESTER, Mass . April I8

Supreme Court Leyity
From the Waoshington =t

It Is not often that one hears a Justior o the
Supreme Court of the United States make 4 ™
mark in levity while he i1s attired In bis jobes s
dignity and Is sitting on the bench. which, in s
1s not a bench at all, but a soft cushioned jeather
ocovered easy chalr. But the unexpected did bar
pen last Monday when decislons were helng hanaed
down. Mr. Justice Holmes was the perpetiaior
the joke, which was a very mild one

Mr. Holmes had the fortune (or the mis'@rine
of announcing the declston of the cour' Lo
case of David Kawananakoa, Jonah Rawn'ides
Abigale W. Kawananakoa and Ellzabeth £ fa's
nlanaole agalnst Ellen Albertina Polybland a
others, Mr. Holmes hesliated, and aithough 2
uouncing & decislon of the supreme tribuna of 107
land was obliged to acknowledge that he vo
have to forego the form of pronouncing the tames
He spoke In a low tone of volce and sajd asa i ”
played about his lips

“This Is case No. 278, but I will not under:
ptonounce the names of the appeliants, =i
& matter of record ”

He then proceeded to explain the ¢ 1
the court, The dilemima In which he was the
by the unpronounceable names did pot o= 2
sympathetic risible on the physiognom;
of the Justices except In the case of My
McKenna, but the assembled attorine) s
the situation thoroughly

.

Akt
are
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Mistake in Labels,
From the Washington lieri

A Washingtonlan recently returned fror
to relatives In rural Georgla brings back a »
story. He visited a country school In the ¢
Swate and was astonished to see
photograph of President Roosevelt labell
Hon, Hoke Smith.” There I8 no more reser
between the Presldent and Georgla's tover
elect than there |s between George lruce Cor's
and Wilitam Jennings Bryan.

Inquiry by the Washingtonian devel
fact that some of the school ehildren fou
photograph In the road, and reallsing It 1w}
pleture of some mighty man, and Hoke
about that time just having been clected Go
Bis name was written undey the
sentment of the President, Neither man |
been seen by anybody living In that part of (
The Washingtonlan, with rare dellom
destroy the bappy Hlusion of the chlldren ¢
teacher

large

vounter!

-
Family Brainstorms
From the Newcastle ¢ hiron
A queer case of collective temporar”

aberrauon, of which an entire famil
vietims, Is reported from le Mans as havine
curred at Bellevilllers, on the borders of the =2
and the Orne departments. A famlly
sons had made their midday luncheon on Sonans
and shortly after all abandoned (hemseliios
exiraordinary freaks. One woman spent the
Alternoon washing her hands under g
that they were dirty, another made Ler Lo o
lumber heap, and two men kept Joading 4 Wi
with soll and then emptying 1t.  Aaother wen!
drive imaginary cows and kept seelng noit
istent balloons, while the youngest roames
with one boot on and the other o Tov
ning all resumed their usual sane composis

of sl pri

O Love, Young Loy
The hero had just taken up the gauntist 97
falr Wwdy.
“Just walt,” murmured the bened|ct=
other year he'll be taking up the carpet.”
Thus does real life break in on sweet romance,

-
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